
 
Ambasciata d’Italia – Wellington 

 
REPATRIATION OR SHIPPING OF MORTAL REMAINS TO ITALY 

(INCLUDING ASHES/BONES) 
REQUIREMENTS AND DOCUMENTATION TO BE PRESENTED TO THIS EMBASSY 

 

1. In order for this Embassy to seek the necessary clearance from the relevant Authorities for the 
casket/urn containing mortal remains/ashes/bones to be introduced into Italy, the person in 
charge of the placement of the deceased’s remains (for example a relative, either in Italy or in 
New Zealand) is required to provide this Embassy with a statement in writing indicating how 
said person/relative wishes to dispose of/retain the deceased’s remains in Italy (interment in 
a cemetery, dispersal in a particular location or retention in a place of residence) with full 
details/address etc. of the cemetery/location/residence.  
In the case of retention of bones/ashes in a place of residence, the relative in Italy must also 
attach a certified copy of his/her passport or ID Card.  
[It should be noted that regulations pertaining to the disposal/retention of a deceased’s ashes 
in Italy can vary from one Municipal district to another. Some Municipal authorities which permit 
the retention of a deceased’s remains in a place of residence may also require the person 
retaining the remains in his/her place of residence to complete a special form, that the Municipal 
Office will provide, in which the relative undertakes to properly safeguard the remains].  

2.  New Zealand death certificate of the deceased (two originals) which must first be translated 
into Italian and authenticated with an “Apostille” by the NZ Department of Internal Affairs 
https://www.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Authentications/request-document-authentication-
or-apostille.pdf .  

3.  Embalming Certificate: an affidavit/certificate stating how the deceased (i) has been embalmed 
(for burial); (ii) has been cremated (in the case of cremation); (iii) prepared (in the case of bones), 
to be drawn up by the funeral home. 

4.  Transportation Certificate: a statement by the funeral home as to the dimensions/materials 
etc. of the container/s that will hold the mortal remains/ashes/bones of the deceased to be 
transported to Italy and that these conform to International standards and regulations (special 
durable polyurethane or similar plastic).  

5.  An affidavit sworn/issued by the funeral home that the casket/urn contains the mortal 
remains/ashes/bones (and only the mortal remains/ashes/bones) of the deceased.  

6.  A statement prepared by the relevant Regional Health Authority (not required for ashes) that 
there are no contagious or infectious diseases in the region and that the mortal remains/bones 
are not affected by such diseases.  

7.  Coroner’s Certificate/Authorisation for release of the deceased (where applicable).  

8. Ministry of Health Licence/Certificate authorizing disinterment of the deceased (where 
applicable).  

9.  A photocopy of the deceased’s ID document (passport).  
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10. In the case of an urn containing ashes, it will be necessary to bring the urn to the Embassy for 
the application of the necessary seal and for the finalization of the above-mentioned documents 
with certified translations.  

11. For the translation of the documents, please see list of translators on our website 
http://www.ambwellington.esteri.it/ambasciata_wellington/resource/doc/2017/03/traduttori_
ed_interpreti_in_nuova_zelanda.pdf . 

11. This Embassy will then issue a mortuary passport and a mortuary certificate attesting that all 
the requirements for the introduction of mortal remains into Italy have been accordingly met, 
and which must accompany the urn/casket.  
The Embassy will also require (i) name and contact details of the Italian Funeral Director, who 
will be receiving the deceased and (ii) details of the carrier/flight/airport/point of entry in Italy 
of the urn/casket, which must also be notified in advance by this Embassy to the Municipal 
Authority in Italy. 

12. The total amount of the various consular fees (see below) has be tendered by Bank cheque made 
payable to “Embassy of Italy – Wellington”.  

 

 

FEES SCHEDULE 

(please refer to the updated Consular Fees Table 

http://www.ambwellington.esteri.it/ambasciata_wellington/en/in_linea_con_utente/modulistica/) 
 

DOCUMENT/CONSULAR SERVICE CONSULAR FEE (NZ$) 

  

Certificate of Embalming/Preparation of deceased 
Translation of Certificate/Affidavit of  preparation of the deceased for 
burial/cremation/bones), that is:  (i) how the deceased as been embalmed – in the 
case of burial (Funeral home)  
(ii) how the deceased has been cremated in the case of cremation (Crematorium) 

 
 
 

Art. 70a 
 

Certificate of Transport 
Translation of Statement/Affidavit prepared by the funeral home stating  the 
dimensions/materials of the casket/urn and special polyethylene or similar material 
bag (see international  -IATA-regulations for transportation of deceased)  

 
 

Art. 70a 
 

Certificate stating the contents of the casket/urn 
Translation of the Statement/Affidavit of the funeral home that the casket/urn 
contains only the mortal remains/ashes/bones of the deceased 

 
Art. 70a 

 

Infectious Diseases Certificate: 
Translation of Statement of the Regional Health Authority attesting that the region 
and the remains of the deceased in question were/are free of infectious/contagious 
diseases 

 
Art. 70a 

 

Mortuary Passport Art. 66h 

Mortuary Certificate Art. 66h 

Disinterment authorization: 
In case of disinterment  
Translation of Certificate/Authorisation of disinterment (if applicable) 

 
Art. 70a 

 

Certified translation (fee per two-sided document)  Art. 72a 

Translation [if applicable] (fee per two-sided document) Art. 70b 

TOTAL  
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